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This what Pinner High Street 
looked like. 
It's a water colour painting, 
by a lady called Susan 
Proctor; and it's our earliest 
known view of the High St. 
  
It isn't all that different from, 
today is it?  Most of these 

buildings are still there.  Here's The Queen's Head, with its sign 
board, and its horse trough. This is Beaumont's Cottage; and in the 
distance, this is West House  - although you can't see it from here 
today, because it's hidden by trees that have grown up. 
  
But this roadway doesn't look much like today.   Running down the 
centre here: this isn't a stream, but just an open drain!  There's a pig 
and its piglets rootling in the drain here; and further down there's a 
cockerel and some chickens. 
  
Shops, as we know them, with shop windows showing you what was 
for sale: these were only just beginning to appear in Pinner, in the 
early 1800s. Until then our shops would have been more like the ones 
Pat's just been telling us about.  
  

  But  we can see 
some shop 
windows,   in this 
drawing. It's dated 
1827 – just a few 
years later than the 
last picture; and if 
we look at this part 
of the drawing, 
closer up ….. 

  



these are  shop windows; 
and  beyond The Queen's 
Head:  these are more 
shop windows.  
  
And we also know what 
sort of things the shops 
in the High Street were 
selling then;  because of 
 this  wonderful source 
 ….. Pigot & Co's Trade 

Directory for 1828 to 9.  It starts by listing Pinner's four 'Inns and 
Public Houses'; and then it goes on to list the names of every one of 
our twenty-seven 'Tradesmen and Shopkeepers'. What it doesn't tell 
us is exactly where their shops were – although we sometimes know 
from other sources. 
  

 For example, we know 
exactly where this one here 
was.  'Webb, 
George:  baker,  grocer, and 
linen and woollen draper':  

Going back to that first 
picture,  
  

…  his shop was here;   
where Pizza Express is 
today. (And, incidentally,  
in a back room in Pizza 
Express, you can still see 
George Webb's bread 
oven.) 
  
But what about those other 

twenty-six tradesmen that I said were listed in Pigot's 1828 
Directory?  Well, in alphabetical order there were: 
  
a blacksmith; three boot and shoemakers;   two bricklayers;   a 
butcher; two carpenters;   a dressmaker;  three  grocers; a 'hairdresser 
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and perfumer'; an ironmonger; a 'miller and mealman';  a painter and 
glazier;   two straw hat makers;   two tailors; and last but not least a 
wheelwright – John Beaumont: he'd have been at Beaumont's 
Cottage, …..here.    
  
Of course many of those tradesmen wouldn't have had shops as such; 
but I think that most of them would have been based in the High 
Street.  Now we know from the census, that the total population of 
Pinner in the 1820s wasn't much more than a thousand people; so all 
these different trades must have meant that Pinner then, was a more 
or less self-sufficient little community.  
  
We've  got trade directories for many more years than just that 1828 
one I've been talking about. The late Jim Golland did an enormous 
amount of work listing the trades for every one of the shops in the 
High St, year by year; and much of what I say tonight is based on 
Jim's researches  -  and those of Pat Clarke here as well. I'm most 
grateful to both of them. 

   In the mid 1800s the camera 
was coming into general use; so 
now we begin to get 
photographs showing what our 
High Street looked like.   This is 
one of the earliest photographs 
we've got – it was taken about 
1870.  As you can see, the 
roadway hasn't yet been made 

up, and there are no pavements; 
but that drain down the middle that we saw in the painting just now – 
that seems to have disappeared. 
  
We even know the names of some of the people posing here for the 
photographer. This boy here is George Ellement;  and the man beside 
him in the top hat, is Edward Grimwood, a local builder.  In the 
distance here you can just see the white signboard of the Queen's 
Head; and, although it's difficult to be sure, I think this may be a cow 
wandering in the roadway here – just like those animals we saw in the 
last picture!  In 1870 Pinner was still just a country village. 
  



–
This is another early photograph; but it was taken about twenty years 
later than the last one. As you can see a pavement's been made up on 
both sides of the road; but the road itself still looks a bit 'rough and 
ready'.  Let's look at this bit on the left here, closer up. 

  
 This is the Crown Inn.  Next 
door to it here:  this shop with the 
white wooden canopy was a 
butcher's shop – and incidentally, 
that white canopy's still there 
today!  Just beyond the butcher's 
shop was John Petley's grocer's 
shop – we can just see him here, 
in his white apron, opening his 
shop up for the day. 
Here's that same view again, but 
it was taken just ten years or so 
later. Here's the horse bus, just 
arriving from Hatch End station. 
Apart from the absence of cars, I 
feel it's suddenly beginning to 
look almost like it does today. 
And if we compare this 
picture……….. 

  
with this one that we saw just now, don't you get the feeling that in 
just thirty years or so,…. somehow we seem to have 
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suddenly  jumped  into a 
completely different age? 
  
And of course that's exactly what 
had happened …… because the 
railway from London had reached 
Pinner in 1885.  Instead of being 
just an out-of-the-way country 
village, Pinner was now a suburb 

of London.           
  
But our topic tonight isn't really High Streets, but shops;     so let's go 
for a stroll up the High St,    in the early 1900s ;      and look at  some 
of the shops that were here then; …. and see what sort of things they 
were selling. We'll start at the bottom of the High St,  here.  
  

  In 1900 this rather grim 
looking building was Pinner's only bank: a branch of the Uxbridge 
Old Bank. It doesn't look very  welcoming does it?  Just a few  years 
later, this building was demolished ………. 
  

 and replaced by this much 
less forbidding building, on 
the right here; and the 
Uxbridge Old Bank would 
soon become just another 
branch of Barclays. 
  
These buildings all look 
much the same today;  but I 
don't think all these children 



on what's now the zebra crossing would survive for long nowadays!  
  
But let's have another look at this building; one that Pat showed us 
just now, The Victory as it's called today. 
  

 
When this photo was taken, in about 1900, this building was already 
over 400 years old – and of course it's still there today, 116 years 
later. But it very nearly wasn't. Thamar McIver (here) found this 
report in The Harrow Observer, for August 1905. 'Police Constable 
Stoneham was patrolling the High Street at two am, when he noticed 
a red glare behind 'The People's Boot Stores', (on the left,  here).  He 
called the Fire Brigade, who found that a beam above the stove in a 
back room was 'well alight'. Just a few more minutes, and the whole 
building would have caught fire.' – so we've got PC Stoneham to 
thank for the fact it's still here today. 
  
  This is where the fire started:   Here: 'The Peoples Boot Stores'.  You 
can see lots of  boots for sale hanging outside the door on a string; 
and there are lots more boots in the window here. 
  
And, rather oddly, right next door, there's that other boot shop we saw 

	6



earlier: 'The up-to-date 
Boot Repairing Depot 
….and Shoe 
Manufacturing Co'.   
  

  Almost next 
door,  there were these two shops. On the left here, this is Emery's 
Photography shop. This big sign says 'Framing';   and on the right, 
here,  this was Alvey's China Shop.      But we know that Alvey's was 
much more than just a China Shop, because Alvey's also ran a library; 
….. and by some freak 



 one of 
their Library tickets has survived.   As you can see, it tells us what 
else  Alvey's sold: 'Stationery, Leather Goods, Games and Toys'; and 
in Dept 2, 'China Glass and Enamel Ware'.  Borrowing a book cost 
'twopence for seven days'. 
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 As you can see 
this book had been borrowed a lot during the First World War.  But  it 
was due back on 3rd August 1918; so by now it's nearly a hundred 
years overdue,….and at twopence a week,    too! 
  



 A few doors 
further up the High St, at what's now the Hearing Aid shop,  there 
was this little Antiques shop. Here's the proprietor, Mrs Bliss, 
standing in the doorway. Let's have a closer look at her shop window, 
to see what sort of antiques she was selling. 
  
 Here, there's a little porcelain cream jug; and above it, two china 
bowls. This notice in the window says 'Glass and china, neatly 
repaired'. 
  

	10



  Right next door to Mrs 
Bliss, was this shop:  'Charles Shirvell  Saddler and Harness Maker'. 
You can see all the saddles and harness that he sold, hanging up 
outside; and, as it says over the window here,  he also sold 
'Portmanteaus and Bags'. This sign over the doorway here 



 says 
'Harness bought sold exchanged and let on hire. Repairs neatly and 
promptly executed';  and 'Portmanteaus Bags etc re-lined and 
repaired'. And in the doorway here, there's a notice, which someone's 
managed to decipher.  It says 'Hutchin's ointment for horses; for all 
kinds of sores, cuts, sprains, bruises, burns, swelling when knees 
rubbed, backs, heels, sore eyes,……twopence'!  So, if your horse 
wasn't well, you didn't have to spend a lot of money taking  it to a 
vet!  All    you needed was two pennyworth of Hutchin's Ointment 
from Shirvell's!    
  
The other notice in this doorway says that he sold dog combs.  This 
little shop's sold all sorts of different things in the hundred years since 
it was a saddlers. Today it's become  this: a Dog Grooming Parlour  – 
just like it was over a hundred years ago, when it was selling dog 
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combs! 
  
 Just a bit further up the 
High Street from the 
Saddler's shop was this 
large building.   On the right 
here, it says 'The High St 
Coffee and Dining Rooms' 
– and on the left here, 
'C.Shirvell,   Newsagent'; 
and then:  'Pinner Observer: 
Leading Local Paper'. 
  
And for once we know 
exactly  when this photo 
must have been taken;  
because the headlines on 
these newspaper placards 
are all about the Boer War.  
  The Boers had been 
holding out in Pretoria; and 
the Daily Mail, on the left 
here, says 'Pretoria Decides 
to Fight'; but it was the 
London Daily Chronicle's 
placard next to it here, that 

was more accurate.   That says:    'Pretoria Invested: Boers Waiting to 
Surrender'.    And Pretoria did indeed surrender, …. in June 1900; so 
this photograph must have been taken about then. 
  



 
Next door but one , still going up the High Street,… was… this shop:  
'Harry Lines  Hot Water Fitter, and Sanitary Engineer' 

 And 
as you can see here, closer up, Harry Lines was also a 'General and 
Furnishing Ironmonger'; selling all sorts of pots and pans; and here, 
'Veritas Mantles'. Mantles were used for lighting rooms by gas, in 
houses that hadn't yet got electricity.  Lines are still trading in the 
High St today – of all the shops we'll be looking at, it's the only one 
…. that's still going. 
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 Next door to 
Lines was this 
shop: 'Gurney & 
Son:  Grocery, 
Provisions, 
Wines and 
Spirits, Beers'. 
It's where 
Prezzo's Italian 
Restaurant is 
today.   There 
are no less than 
nine shop 

assistants here, most of them wearing white aprons.  I think this must 
be 'the Guvnor', Mr Gurney, in the doorway;  because  he's  not 
wearing a white apron!      We know even more about what he was 
selling than just what we can see here; because 
  

 here's his trade card. Pinner's 
inhabitants weren't short of luxuries in 
1900. There were nine sorts of 
cheese,  including gorgonzola and 
camembert;  twelve or more different 
whiskies, including Gurney's own 
label Scotch; and I was surprised to 
see that his various wines, even 
included a selection of Australian  
wines. 
  



 Nea
r to the top of the High St, where Grange Court is now, there was this 
shop. It had been a dairy for many years, but by the 1920s  it had 
become George Fuller, Greengrocer; and here he is, with Mrs Fuller 
in the doorway;   and on the left here,  peeping out from behind Mr 
Fuller, we can just glimpse the errand boy and his delivery cycle. 
  

 I 
always call this building 'Cornerways' – although it's been called 
umpteen different names in recent years,  as restaurants there have 
come and gone. But, for hundreds of years before all that,  this had 

	16



always been a butcher's shop; and for the last fifty years or so, it had 
been run by the splendidly named Hotspur Piercy and his family. 
  
You may remember me saying earlier on that Pinner was a virtually 
self-sufficient community; and here's one example:  Piercy's butcher's 
shop even had its own slaughter house!  It's this building, on the 
extreme right here; and …. it's still there today – although nowadays 
it's a bit more user-friendly: it's a chiropodists!  
  

Crossing the road to the other side of the High St, right at the top, 
opposite the church,  there was this shop: A W Hall, Pharmacist.  It 
had been a chemist's shop since at least 1870, and it went on being a 
chemist's until just a few years ago,  when Angies moved their shop 
from here to the bottom of the High St. 
  



 When I 
was a child I remember my grandfather showing me this quotation 
from Romeo and Juliet, over the door.  It always seemed a bit odd to 
me though …for a chemist's shop:   because didn't Romeo go there to 
buy the poison, which he went on to kill himself with? Today you can 
still see the sign – not here though; but over the doorway of Angies 
new shop. 
  

c]  
Looking towards the bottom of the High St from the chemist's shop, 
in about 1903, this is what we'd have seen. It's a photograph, but of 
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course the colours have been added afterwards.  And the next shop I 
want to show you was here – where these white blinds are. Today it's 
Visage, Hairdressers,; but in 1908………………… 
  

  this 
was another greengrocer's shop: Pulfords.   And we can see exactly 
what Mr Pulford was selling. These are leeks and turnips hanging 
across the top of the window; and below: these are pineapples;   and 
below them, bunches of grapes. This notice says 'Good Potatoes: 20 
pounds for a shilling'; or, for just four and sixpence,  a whole 
hundredweight.     And  we know exactly when  this photograph must 
have been taken:  Xmas;   because these are bunches of mistletoe 
hanging all along the top. Perhaps this is Mrs Pulford here, waiting 
for a kiss under the mistletoe! 
  



  
Two doors further down, there was this shop. Olivia Woodman had 
taken over a corn chandler's business  here in 1891  and she and her 
son E J Woodman  ran it as 'Corn Meal and Cake merchants'. 
  

 All 
this white lettering in the window tells us what sort of things they 
were selling – even though a lot of the letters seem to have fallen off!  
Here, there's Spratt's Patent Dog Cakes; Spratt's Parrot Food; Chikko 
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for Chicks; and below that, Vaporite (whatever that was); and here, 
even more mysteriously, 'Canary Guano'. Now guano is a garden 
fertiliser made from bird droppings; but I would have thought you'd 
need an awful lot of canaries to produce useable amounts of guano! 
  

And 
for once we also know what it was like inside; the shop…. because 
one old resident, a Mr Plummer, told us all about it.   'The manager 
Mr Woodman', he said, 'was a genial well-built man, with a kindly 
face. There were sacks everywhere' he said: 'sacks of rabbit food, 
sacks of corn, sacks of maize. The floor had bare boards; and there 
was a  most memorable ..… smell!'        I expect that smell would 
have been the Canary Guano!  
  
Over the years, Mrs Woodman's little shop was to expand into three 
adjoining shops. 



Here's one them, as it looked in 1920.  (There's nothing very 
minimalist about this window display is there!)    Over the years these 
four shops would become the  'Woodman's Garden Supplies' 
business, that I expect many of us will remember. 
  

A 
few doors further down, at what's become Café Rouge today, there 
was another big grocer's shop, Kingham's.  It had opened in 1890; 
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and once again we can see the shop assistants all posing for the 
photographer, in their immaculate white aprons – but not quite so 
many this time, as we saw just now at Gurney's, at the top of the High 
St. 
  
We're almost back at the bottom of the High Street now; and to round 
off our tour

let's 
look at a photograph that may just be older than any of the other ones 
we've been looking at. It was taken in 1865 – 150 years ago. Let's 
have a closer look at this bit. 
  



   
Here's The Crown Inn, with its sign saying 'Good Stabling etc'; and 
next door here (as you might just have guessed!) was John Lee's 
butcher's shop.  It went on being run by the Lee family right up until 
the 1940s; and it went on being a butcher's shop, Brett's, until just a 
few years ago. 
  
And above the shop, here, you can just see the edge of that wooden 
canopy I mentioned earlier,……. that's still there, ……….a hundred 
and fifty years later. 
  
Thank you.                  
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